The site

North Yorkshire and City of York Council received initial tenders for their PFI waste management contract in December 2007. Four companies, including AmeyCespa, were then selected to develop detailed tenders.

Over this period AmeyCespa gave careful consideration to a number of locations for this facility across York and North Yorkshire as indicated in the following diagram:
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Allerton Park was chosen for a number of reasons including its transport links and its central location in terms of waste transportation. In addition, the site is currently used for landfill and a quarry and is suited for use as a waste management facility. 

The diagram below demonstrates principal sources of waste across the county:
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From the diagram it can be appreciated that:

· A major amount of the waste created in North Yorkshire comes from the Harrogate and York areas (43%) and Allerton is centrally located for these areas. 

· Allerton is the most sustainable site in terms of the lorry miles and carbon output associated with transporting waste. When compared to other potential sites, calculations showed travel to Allerton would involve fewer miles and lower carbon output. 

· It is close to the strategic road network (SRN), including the A1(M) and the A168. This ensures good access to all of North Yorkshire. Close proximity to the SRN means quicker journey times to and from site and therefore lower carbon emissions associated with transportation. It also means we can avoid using rural and residential routes. 

· Planning policy encourages local authorities to take more responsibility for their own waste, which is another reason why the Allerton Quarry site has been chosen. Transporting waste to similar facilities outside the county would mean greater journey times, increased mileage and greater carbon emissions. Use of rail as an alternative to road transportation would need to ensure the correct infrastructure was in place across the whole of the county, which would be an expensive option and not practical given the geographical spread and low volumes of waste in North Yorkshire. 
AmeyCespa has evaluated the site through a sequential analysis process on several occasions and it consistently comes out as the best available site.

