The size and cost of the facility

Size

Allerton Waste Recovery Park has been sized to meet the waste needs of York and North

Yorkshire. It has not been designed to accept waste from outside the county. Nor will it accept hazardous, medical and chemical waste.

Detailed research into expected waste projections has been carried out and demonstrate that

– while individual waste levels per household are due to fall – overall levels of waste in North

Yorkshire will increase.

There are numerous reasons for this, including housing increases and links to the economic

climate (waste levels traditionally rise in line with GDP).

Our projections also assume that all areas of York and North Yorkshire will reach a minimum recycling level of 50% - the average for the county is currently around 44%.

The facility has been designed with a maximum capacity of 320,000 tonnes per annum.  The overall operating capacity, taking into account plant efficiency and allowing for routine maintenance, is approximately 300,000 tonnes per annum.  

At present there are municipal waste arisings (after kerbside recycling) of about 210,000 tonnes per annum from North Yorkshire and 55,000 tonnes per annum from the City of York, making a total of about 265,000 tonnes per annum which would be delivered to the Allerton Waste Recovery Park.   

Therefore, when we begin operations, we will have an excess capacity of about 35,000 tonnes per annum. However, the design of the facility has been based upon a detailed projection of the waste arisings that are ultimately expected from these areas over the 25-year duration of the contract and, as the amount of residual waste increases, the excess capacity will decrease correspondingly. 

By the end of the project, Allerton Waste Recovery Park will treat only municipal waste (as the diagram below shows).

Any capacity will be filled by treating commercial waste from York and North Yorkshire, as detailed below.
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Commercial waste

We will fill any capacity at Allerton Waste Recovery Park with commercial waste.

This is rubbish which comes from shops, offices and restaurants – the type of rubbish we create in our everyday lives and which is similar to household waste.

Research shows there are 600,000 tonnes each year of the type of commercial waste that could be treated at Allerton Waste Recovery Park. This waste is currently landfilled in the same way as household waste.

Treating commercial waste will not be a cost to local taxpayers – infact the opposite. Revenue received from treating commercial waste will be used to offset the cost of treating household waste to City of York and North Yorkshire County Councils.

It also needs to be remembered that, as a waste disposal authority, the councils have a statutory duty to manage locally generated commercial and industrial waste.

Cost

York and North Yorkshire are doing very well reducing the amount of waste they generate and increasing the amount they recycle. However, there’s still a lot of household waste to be disposed of which currently goes to landfill. 

It is not possible to continue doing this – landfill space is running out and the government is annually increasing Landfill Taxes. Landfill costs will reach £80 a tonne by 2014 and are likely to continue to rise.

In addition, the European Landfill Directive sets landfill reduction targets. The government will receive large fines from the EU for missing these targets and these will be passed down to councils who fail to meet their individual targets. These fines will, in turn, have to be met by residents and that will inevitably mean rises in council tax.

It is estimated that if North Yorkshire and City of York councils were to continue using landfill as they are at present then their waste management bill will reach £1.8 billion over 25 years.
However, the Waste PFI will give York and North Yorkshire residents a substantial saving – reducing their current waste management bill.

Without the Waste PFI other ways to make savings would have to be found – and that could mean cuts in other services provided by the councils. 
