Visual, traffic and local impacts 

Visual

We are in consultation with the local community and organisations such as English Heritage and Natural England on aspects such as layout, building design and landscaping.

This is a normal process for a development of this size and the final layout and design will be formalised before we submit a planning application.

However, to help the local community understand how the facility may look (based on current layout and design), we have produced a series of photomontages – click here. 
Allerton Waste Recovery Park will have one chimney and although the exact height is to be determined by the Environment Agency, we expect it will be around 80 metres. 

The main building will have variable heights but, at its tallest point, will be around 38metres. The quarry sits below the main road level and is where we will site the facility – ensuring it is dropped to as low a level as possible. This, along with landscaping, will assist in screening the main building. 

In addition, we were asked at one of our initial exhibitions to produce a comparator which showed the proposed facility against the heights of other local landmarks. The first diagram shows the facility against the actual height, including terrain, of Knabs Ridge Wind Farm above Harrogate. The second demonstrates actual heights in comparison to various landmarks.
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There have been some claims our proposals will impact North Yorkshire’s tourist trade, which we do not believe will be the case. Certainly the site’s existing use for landfill and quarrying has not impacted tourism.

In Europe there are over 400 energy from waste (EfW) plants - including those in major tourist cities like Amsterdam, Barcelona, Hamburg, Paris, Vienna and Zurich – which have not impacted visitor numbers. 

Many large conurbations in Western Europe have an EfW, and they are also commonplace in many more rural areas such as Jersey, the Isle of Man, Shetland and the Isles of Scilly.

The Spittelau plant in Vienna has become a landmark and tourist attraction in itself due to its striking architectural design and restaurant on the chimney.

Traffic

We are working on our transport assessment and this will be finalised as part of our planning application. 

As part of ongoing consultation, the options and routing analysis for Allerton Waste Recovery Park are with the highways authority and Highways Agency for consideration. Click here for the routes under consideration. 
We are also liaising with the highways authority and Highways Agency on any potential road improvements that may be required as a result of our proposals.

However, in terms of vehicle numbers, we do not believe the proposals will lead to major traffic increases. The site is currently an active quarry and landfill and therefore already has a number of associated vehicle movements, many of which would cease and be replaced by our vehicle movements.

To provide an idea of the traffic volumes we anticipate, the chart below shows all vehicle numbers in specific directions on the A168 and A59 over a 12-hour period (if travelling towards our proposed site). The chart also shows the % increase to of vehicles as a result of HGV movements into Allerton Waste Recovery Park. 
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It is also worth noting that Allerton Waste Recovery Park is situated directly between the two major areas producing waste in North Yorkshire – Harrogate and York. Approximately 43% of the county’s waste comes from these areas. Waste created within Harrogate Borough Council’s catchment is already being transport to Allerton for landfill. 

The entrance to the facility will be off the A168, at the current quarry entrance. 

Noise

The facility will be fully enclosed to control noise, odour and dust. Even the delivery and initial tipping of waste will be done indoors.
We carried out an initial noise assessment and have now commissioned a detailed assessment for the proposed facility by an independent consultant. 

Details of this assessment will be incorporated in our planning application and will consider the following:

· The location of the nearest noise-sensitive receptors to the site.

· The proposed operational hours of the plant and facility, including vehicle movements.

· The baseline noise environment during the proposed hours of operation.

Our initial research shows that ambient background noise levels at the site are high due to the nearby A1. It also demonstrates that no significant adverse noise changes are expected at day or night as a result of the new facility.

Lighting

It is proposed that the external lighting design at the Allerton Waste Recovery Park will use LED luminaires mounted on low level lighting columns. Light offered by these luminaires is very controllable – which mitigates light overspill beyond the boundaries of the development.   

The design also allows each luminaire to be dimmed individually, which will allow the lighting levels to be reduced outside normal working hours when the lighting need is more for safety and security rather than for operational tasks. 
